ULHE - Wy hr
nALw>./—F

TALK
NIHONGO




INDEX

0 5 HV3 Hiragana chart

$% BHF Katakana chart

Intro to Hiragana (05 HV73) and Katakana (1% 7 7)

U5 DR 7 —7% > — | Hiragana worksheets

V5 HVE Long vowels, little tsu o

15 D3 Sounds composed with ya, yu, yo

U 5 HVR Particles wa, e and o

U 5 HV& Punctuation marks

UOBHRT HhEF UL & D! Let's write in Hiragana!

PEDOTEBAD AETZ HNEFXL &L D! Write the Yamanote stations in Hiragana!
MZL D Z &L Family members

H%5 H+ 7 —7% < — | Katakana worksheets

5145 517 Long vowels, little tsu >

$% 537+ Sounds composed with ya, yu, yo

NI NPT HEHXRL &L D! Let’s write in Katakana!

714 717 Other composed sounds

HINFTTHEFXLLD! Write the following words in romaji or Katakana.
AT NFTT HEFXU & D! Write the country names and capitals in Katakana.
AZa—% £HFXRUL & D! Let'sread the menu!
UOBDREDIAFTTHELL &L D! Let's write in Hiragana and Katakana!
VOSDDREDIAFTTHEFZFUL&LD! Reply using Hiragana and Katakana!

Copyright © TalkNihongo.com. Resale or redistribution of this material is strictly prohibited.

N o b~ W

17
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43




U 5 HV%3 Hiragana chart

i u o
%) a W [ o, u A e H o)
k A ka = ki < ku 7 ke Z ko
s X sa shi 3  su ¥ se Z  so
t 7z ta 5 chi | D tsu | T te & to
n 7% na 1z ni ¥ nu | 42 ne D no
h I ha | O hi | & fu | N he | I ho
m F ma | A mi T mu | ®» me | & mo
y | ¥ vy K yu X yo
r 5 ra ) ri Za) ru 48 re 5 ro
W | P  wa wo
n A n
g A ga X g < gu ¥ ge Z go
y4 X U ji 4 s ze Z 20
d =  da 15 ji D zu T de Y do
b ¢ ba 0} bi S bu N be I bo
p I pa 0} pi v pu N pe ¥  po
ky | =% kya [T kyu | ZE X kyo X gya [T gy | Tk gyo
sh |[L®» sha [Lwp shu | L& sho C» ja Cw ju C& Jo
ch | &5% cha | B chu | B X cho
ny (2% nya [IZ®p nyu |[IZ& nyo
hy |O® hya [U®w hyu | & hyo U bya |Uw byu | Uk byo
my | A% mya |Hw myu | HE myo U'% pya |U'w pyu | T'&  pyo
ry (U rwa (U rnwu |[Yk ryo
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$H 4 17 Katakana chart

i u o
7 a A i y/ u T e * 0

k | # Kk | ¥ Kk | Z ku | 7T ke | 3 ko

s Y sa 3 shi A su t se 4 so

t 4 ta F  chi Yo otsu | T te ~ to

n + na = ni X nu 2 ne 4 no

h JN  ha E  hi 7 fu | N he | F ho

m < ma 3 mi A mu X me £ mo

y ny ya A yu 3 yo

r 4 ra ) ri IV ru L re | ro

w 7  wa (F) wo

n v n

g | /1 e | ¥ g | 7 g |F g | T g

y4 ¥ oz P ji Xz + ze vV 20

d & da F ji /2 T de N do

b [ /N ba | E bi | 7 bu| XN be | R bo

p JAY pa E Di " pu AN pe R po

ky |[¥+¥ kya [F2 kyu |F3 kyo ¥ gya |[F2 gwu |[F3a gyo
sh [ sha |2 shu |3 sho Py o ja | Y ju |[¥a o
ch |F+ <ca |F2a2 chu |F 3 cho

ny ([—+ nya |[Z=2 nyu | =3 nyo

hy |E¥ hya [Ea hyu | E3 hyo E+ bya |Ea byu [ Ea byo
my |3 mya |Xz2 myu| I3 myo E+Y pya |Ea pyw |E3  pyo
ry |[Ux rya [Uza rwu [ U3a ryo
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Intro to Hiragana (U 5 HV73 ) and Katakana (% 517)

Welcome to Talk Nihongo’s Rapid Kana Mastery. This worksheet has been K 00
designed to have you reading and writing Hiragana & Katakana confidently in  /
the shortest amount of time possible. J

Learn at Your Own Pace: We encourage you to go at your own speed. Take your
time to master Hiragana and Katakana, as you'll use them throughout your Japanese language
journey.

Why Kana is Important: Hiragana and Katakana are Japan’s first two writing systems and
essential components of the Japanese language. Together, they make up around 50% of all
daily written communication. Here's how each is used:

Hiragana (0 5H%)

@ Native Japanese Words: Hiragana is primarily used for native Japanese words that do not
have kanji or where the kanji is obscure or difficult.

@ Grammatical Elements: It is used for grammatical elements such as particles (e.g., I&, B, %)
and verb and adjective endings (e.g., T9, £9).

© Furigana: Hiragana is often used as a reading aid for kanji, known as furigana, which shows
the pronunciation of kanji characters.

O Children's Books: Since kanji can be complex, children's books are usually written in hiragana.

Katakana (A% h7)

@ Loanwords and Foreign Names: Katakana is used for foreign words and names that have been
incorporated into Japanese (e.g., 1> E 21—~ — for "computer").

@ Onomatopoeia: It is used to write onomatopoeic words (e.g., £77 7 for something shiny).

©® Scientific and Technical Terms: Katakana is often used for scientific and technical terms, plant
and animal names, and some company names.

@ Emphasis: Katakana can be used for emphasis, similar to italics in English.

Each Kana (Hiragana and Katakana) represents a single syllable. If you're an English speaker,
most of these syllables you use everyday already! More on that in just a moment.
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As you progress through these worksheets, we encourage you to take your time and enjoy
the process of practising writing. It's important not to rush. Once you spend the next 2-3
weeks learning and internalising kana, you'll be able to read and write over 50% of daily written
communication in Japanese, and you'll understand a central element of expressing yourself in
the language.

Understanding Kana: Each Japanese kana represents a single syllable. Let's look at an example:

Hiragana: & (a)
Katakana: 77 (a)

Both the of & and 77 above make the same sound as the letter "a" in English.
Here are the vowels used in the Japanese language:

(a)
(

~—

(u
(e
5 (0)

U1 S 8

oF

The rest of the kana alphabet consists of one of these vowels paired with a consonant. For
example:

D = ka
— ki
— ku
— ke
— ko

(T A ok

Notice how we simply added the consonant "k" to the vowels? Most of the kana work
similarly. Don't worry, we'll cover each one step by step.

For now, keep your Hiragana and Katakana chart close by, or hang it up near your study area
for easy reference over the next couple of weeks.
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U5 D38 7 —2 < — |+ Hiragana worksheets

{
1y
(

<
-
%

O O C
fj‘:N/ )/

Love House

HH LN D A

Blue Up, above

LY L HHEWN

Good Many
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ka 7))
IS
ku <

| F

ke
ko
ga 70
gi X
gu <
ge |F

N = 2 < =

Persimmon Study of language Keys

> B = <=
P.M. (time) Autumn (Metal) nail
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Sd

shi

Su

SE

SO

Zd

Ji

kAN (e Tk

ZU

Z€

Z0

9L

Sushi

X

N

Slope
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N

There

AN

Wind

Z 9
Elephant

H T

Alcohol




ta 7z
chi 5
tsu )
C
&

te

to

da 72
i 5
zu )
-
"

de
do

5 H&T 7=

Land Later Bamboo

D<K Z 59 Mz DT

Desk Map Tyding up
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na

o

nu

[

A
e 42|

2

no

- D2

Cat Mushroom
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VS\ #ﬂ

Boat

(373

Flower

AARAN
Wall

O3z

Sunny place

I L

AN

Hippopotamus
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ma

mi

mu

me

mo

¢ & T

- F*

Ear

ISR3

Peach

)

Water
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Eye

ERS

City

<%

Cloud




ra b
i V) |)

ru

% |
re #L|7
z|

ro

N Z 5 = b5
Frog Dish

H3D <Y

Bath Chestnut

< A =L

Black Beautiful
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Ya
yu
YO

Wd

WO

SR O | S ¥

P X 1D =

Mountain Snow

KB LA

Evening, night Night time

7z L FAZ KAFTET

|, me Read a book
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Long Vowels And Introduction to the “little tsu DO”

There are long vowels in Japanese for when you want to stretch out a syllable.
& (sa) with an additional & (a) reads as T (saa).
5 (chi) with an additional U (i) reads as B> (chii).
9 (su) with an additional © () reads as 9 D (suu).

We have two more possible characters that we can use to stretch out a syllable.
But instead, we use L) in the place of an extra Z and D in the place of an extra &

A (e) is stretched out with an additional U (i) to read 71U (ree)
Z (ko) is stretched out with an additional S (u) to read > (kou)

There are some exceptions for Z and 2, but you don’t need to worry about them
for now. Once you've mastered Kana, you'll begin to intuitively understand when

there’s an exception. Especially as some of these words, LM meaning “yes” will
be used so often throughout your journey.

These words will have very different meanings depending on if there’s an extra
syllable. The meanings of each word isn’t important right now, you should practise
making these sounds so that you get used to them and have a brief understanding
of them.

The small tsu DO

When two consonants (except for "n") are in a row, the first consonant is repre-
sented by a little tsu D.

This miniature 2 that looks like this D signifies that a slight gap needs to be be-
tween the two syllables.

E.g:L o E0Y ippai, 22D mittsu, H*> 7z katta.
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boshi (2 L

sensé A T

toke & il

gakuse A<

égo AW

Kippu = 2.%

zutto I o &

ikkai W27

¥ annai dHAaAT W

¥ tannin @ 7z AU A
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U 5 HV%3 Mixing ya, yu, yo with ki, shi, hi, chi

” «“ n o« (S )]

When a small “ya”, “yu”, “yo" is added to a syllables in the “i” column - except for
vowel “" itself We get a contracted sound. Although contracted sounds are written
with two hiragana characters, they are pronounced as a single syllable. The “”
sound in the first syllable decays and the consonant is followed by the “y” sound
and the vowel.

ya °
yu D
yo X

= (ki) + »(ya) = = ®(kya)

= (ki) + w (yu) = = v (kyu)

= (ki) + % (yo)
BT T A
TAU®L
Le LA
b6
ULV A
IZAE &
Lx<U
O < AA

= X (kyo)
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U 5 D& Particles wa, e and (w)o

The three particles (grammatical markers) in Japanese, wa (topic maker), e (direction maker),
and wo (direct object maker), are represented respectively by the Hiragana characters of (&

(ha), ~\ (he), and % (wo), due to historical circumstances.
While we writelZ, ~\ and %, the pronunciation respectively is wa, e, and o.

Therefore:
- 0 when used as a particle is written % (wo), not & (o).

- e when used as a particle is written “\ (he), not A (e).

- wa when used as a particle is written (& (ha), not 4> (wa).

Eg: b7=-L I3 1FAZE LHET,

Watashi wa hon wo yomimasu.

EDTEON WEFET,

T okyo e ikimasu.

7z L IZIFA LA TTY,

wa tashi wa nihonjin desu. (I am Japanese)

L I=NX% 9,

o kashi wo tabemasu. (I eat sweets)

WL DIZ LaP WX F 9,

he jitsu ni shibuya e ikimasu.
(I go to Shibuya on weekdays)
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U 5 H7%3: Punctuation marks

Kutoten (puntuation marks) is a generic term that refers both to full stops (maru, . ) and

commas ( ten, . )

Punctuation marks can make a huge difference in the meaning of a sentence depending on
where they are placed. Just like in English, adding a punctuation mark can change the meaning
of a sentence.

For example : "Eats, shoots and leaves" versus "Eats shoots and leaves."

In Japanese, it is not customary to separate words with spaces, which makes it easier for
misunderstandings to arise. Several punctuation marks may be used in order to prevent these
kinds of misunderstandings.

1.22T, FT6DZ2HRNLTLEI N,

Koko de, hakimono o nuide kudasai.
(SZTRBWERWTLIZIWV)

Please take your shoes off here.

2.227TlE, L0720 0WTL I 0,

Koko de wa, kimono o nuide kudasai .
(2ZTlE, BHERNTLEEZI W)

Please take your kimono (clothes) off here.
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UOBSHIRT HhEZFEU & D! Let’s write with Hiragana!

(5
~

[6) L)

()
QY
()
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PEDOTEAD AT HhEEL & 3!

Write the Yamanote stations in Hiragana!

Tokyo Kanda
Yurakucho Akihabara
Shimbashi Okachimachi

Hamamatsuch 6 Ueno
Tamachi Uguisudani
Takanawa (Gateway) Nippori
Shinagawa Nishi-Nippori
Osaki Tabata
Gotanda Komagome
Meguro Sugamo
Ebisu Otsuka
Shibuya Ikebukuro
Harajuku Mejiro
Yoyogi Takadanobaba
Shinjuku Shin-Ookubo
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MELD Z&F

Family members

Nz <
kazoku
family
@ ojTsan @) obasan
grandfather T grandmother
@) otdsan @ okasan

father mother

®onTsan ® onésan b7z L (D ototo imoto

elder brother elder sister watashi younger brother younger sister

[, me

(D Grandfather

2 Grandmother

@ Father

@ Mother

®) Elder brother

®) Elder sister

(@ Younger brother

Younger sister
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H45 HF 7 —42 < — | Katakana worksheets

1 —

3/
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Ka 771

ki &

ku 7|7

ke 47|

ko 1| -

ga 7]

gi

gu 7

ge T

go 1

7] — % T3 a7
Khaki Eco W Core
Zty T 7] —

Cake Ego Car




X
shi

Su

/o

SE

1\

SO

TN NN FE

Zd

/
Y

Ji
Zu

ze 7

zo /

N, X

74 X - =2

Quiz Caesar Case

V—t—Y AR Y —Z

Sausage Size Sauce
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ta

chi

tsu

te

to

da

Ji

ZU

de

7NN RN T NN RN

do

—\"

T — bk
Date

T A K
Test
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na

ni

S
nu X |-
2
J

ne

no

INFF 71 A

Banana Nice

——X 2k

Needs Night

/ —k
Note
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ha /\|

hi

fu

he

ba /\

bi

bu

be

bo

pa /\
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-7 R — h

Curve Boat

T E— NA K

Copy Part-time job

77 )\ — AN

Cover Pair
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ma

mi

mu

me

Mo D S 4]

mo

PE 77

Memo Mom

g1

S AN —F 77 /s

Mini skirt Gum

¥ YL -5 —
Madam Motor
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ra > |-
i |
ru JL|L
re L |
|

ro
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va
yu
YO

Wada

VI W Y

-2 IN

Jeans Bread

INT A 7 A

Hawaii Wine
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Swapping the Extra Syllable for a Dash (—)

In Katakana, long vowels are simple. They are represented by
drawing a dash after the syllable. For example:

77— (aa)
£ — (kii)
A— (suu)
7 — (tee)
/— (noo)

kohT I —t—

keki 77—

karenda /1L v ¥ —

reddo L vk

burakku 727 w7

Copyright © TalkNihongo.com. Resale or redistribution of this material is strictly prohibited.




Katakana also has its own little tsu (/)

| know what you're thinking, and no, that isn't a “smiley face.” In Katakana, the little v
(tsu) has the same function as in Hiragana. When two consonants (except for “n”) are
in a row, the first consonant is represented by a little v (tsu).

For example:

1w (koppu)
73w & (katto)
v K (beddo)

ya v

yu a
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HIDFTHELELLD!
See if you can guess how these words are written in KatakanaA
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714 737 Other composed sounds

yve 1z
wi | A we |7 x| wo U+
kwa 7 7 | kwi | 7 « kwe | 7 = | kwo | 7 #
gwa 7 7
she |z
je vz
che | 7 =
tsa |V 7 tse |V x| tso V=
i 74| tu | kb
tyu 72
di 7«4 | du k=
dyu 7 2
fa 77| fi T4« fe 7x| fo 7+
fyu 72
va U7 | vi | U4l vu T | ve TJx| vo Tx
vVyu | o
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AIARNFTHhEXL & D!

Write the following words in romaji or katakana.

TrA AU v

T4 AX=Z—F K

vr—7AET

x A

71—k

)

T AT

J oy 3 v

Fa=T7

famirt

vanpaia

dyuetto

vintgji

gorudenwrku

fokusongu
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AIARNFTHhEXL & D!

Write the country names and capitals in Katakana.

@
(D@ 5
®
©
@ -
< I2® 7% Z (Country name) L » & (Capital)
O A Y m, v
@ 7 A )
® 5 7 4
® 7 T 7
®| = a
©| 7 £ -
@| F k ¥ =z
J -,
@ | v v T 7
7 v |
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AZa—7Z XHFU & D! Let's read the menu!

DHEHD
@ 31—kt —
(74X -Hv )
HLELKU O AH7AL
DAL—54 R 600 D e =
@ IEES 7 700 @ nz74-
®E—Ta— 1000 B by @¥a=A
(54 R £7=1F /%) ®=a-3
® 285 F4— I—kv—2 700 W7D =4y =2
® Ny —F—2 k 500 =k
® I VvIZRAY YRS v F 550
D INVIN—FT— 350
®vVFrHss 300
FH¥— bk
@ 7)L—y3a—7iLk 450
® N=Z5T74ZA7Y—L 450
@ FzalL—hknxX7z 650
Q7 —Ftvy k 700

(r—%, 23—t—-)

350

400
350
350
450
400
550
550



UOSDREDIANFTTHEELLD!

Let’s write in Hiragana and Katakana!

A: konnichiwa! kyo wa iitenki desune.

B: sodesune. kin © wa nani o shimashitaka.

A: karaoke ni ikimashita. Tanoshikatta desu yo!

B: sore wa yokatta desune. A san wa chokor éto ga suki desuka.

A: hai, suki desu! daisuki desu!

B: sO desu ka. ja, kore d 0zo tabete kudasai. oishii desuyo.
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UOSDRBREATIAFTHEXL&L D!

Reply using Hiragana and Katakana!

HT-D £ Z  Your name

H71-D <IZ Your Country

D= Ly >LA Your hometown

H7f-d LTE Yourjob

DO FATWD L F A Your teacher name

X4 72RELD  Foods you like

TG DAHLD Drinks you like

Copyright © TalkNihongo.com. Resale or redistribution of this material is strictly prohibited.




TALK
NIHONGO

Copyright © TalkNihongo.com. Resale or redistribution of this material is strictly prohibited.






